CAROLINA PIEDMONT BASE MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Date:  November 15, 2025 Thanksgiving Celebration

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER
· Base Commander Mike Hubbell called our meeting to order at 1405 hrs. at VFW Post #9138 located in Fort Mill, SC.  
· The meeting followed our traditional and wonderful Thanksgiving meal in which Rick and Cindy generously cooked and brought in their special deep-fried turkey and delicious ham meat for us to enjoy.  
· Families also brought in many side dishes which complimented our turkey meal along with a wide variety of desserts as well.  
 
INVOCATION
· Base Chaplain Raymond Fritz started off our base meeting with an invocation.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
· All joined in saying our nation’s Pledge of Allegiance, led by Base Commander Mike Hubbell.

USSVI CREED
· The USSVI Creed was read today by Dave Violette.
 
TOLLING OF THE BOATS
· A combined Tolling of the Boats for October and November was held for the 9 boats lost in October and 5 boats lost in November.  (We combined both months’ tolling of the boats because we did not have a meeting last month).  
· The reading of the lost boats was presented by Ray Fritz, and the bell was rung by Bill Strand.  
 
MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS
· 17 base members were present at today’s meeting along with 12 special ladies who are just as much a part of our base as our submarine veteran members.

SPECIAL EVENTS
· Presentation of Award Patches
· Mike Hubbell presented to base members present who were present with a special patch marking our being awarded the Meritorious Base Award - Class II Base – for Civil Involvement during this year’s national convention. 
· This award was mainly the result of members like Andrew Brown, Rick Petitt, Dave Violette, Bill Strand, Raymond Zieverink, Mike Hubbell and others who were recognized for their unique roles in the various civic involvement and outreaches programs supported by our base.  
REVIEW OF LAST BASE MEETING MINUTES
· Members are reminded that minutes from past base meetings are posted on our Carolina Piedmont website at carolinapiedmont.org for their review.  Members are encouraged to read the previous month’s meeting minutes prior to attending our next base meeting. 
· No comments or corrections were received on last month’s meeting minutes, except there were no minutes posted for October this year as we did not have a base meeting last month.


READING OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT
· Base Treasurer Bill Strand read our latest treasurer’s report.  Combined monies in all base accounts stands at $19,510.97 as of 11/14/2025. 

BASE STOREKEEPER REPORT
· Jeff Nieberding, our base storekeeper, is our contact for ordering patches, vests, challenge coins, calendars, parking signs, and other USSVI items. 
· Jeff received our supply of 2026 USSVI calendars this month, titled Deadly Quiet submarines.  Jeff began distributing calendars to members who ordered calendars and who were at today’s meeting.

OLD BUSINESS
· None

NEW BUSINESS
· Update on Base Meetings
· Howard Murray spoke to us about the current situation regarding reopening of the Ft. Mill VFW where we meet.  Howard was hopeful that the VFW would be fully operational by the time we plan on meeting again in December for our traditional Christmas meeting.

· USSVI National/Base Dues
· Members are reminded that 2026 dues for both National (for non-life members) and base dues are due now.  There are some members who are still outstanding on paying National Dues.
· Information on the amount of money you owe for dues can be obtained by contacting John McHugh, our base Vice-Commander.  
· All outstanding dues must be paid by our next base meeting in December.

[bookmark: _Hlk27307420]GOOD OF THE ORDER

· Report on the St. Mary’s Memorial Service at Kings Bay
· Mike Hubbell reported the memorial service at King’s Bay again was a great time.
· Mike said the feeling was a bit different this year because of the government shutdown that was in force during this time.  Mike said that escort drivers who left the base in military vehicles had to be dressed in civilian attire.
· Mike said there were 3 boat reunions at the same time and the new building where the St. Mary’s submarine museum will be moving into was progressing well and donations towards that cause would also be accepted as well.  

· Kap(ss)-4-Kid(ss) Update
· Dave Violette has been a very busy guy!  A base first; Dave was able to visit the Jeff Gordon Hospital in Concord for the first time on November 13th for a K4K visit with children in which they were actually allowed to visit the children in their rooms.  Dave was joined on this inaugural visit by Rick and Cindy Petitt.  
· On October 16, Dave, along with Mike Hubbell, John McHugh and Rick Petitt, visited the Ronald McDonald house of Greater Charlotte.  They were able to meet with many kids and their families and handed out teddy bears, coloring books and then made the children Honorary Submariners. 
· Future K4K Events: For 2026 Dave hopes to schedule 1 visit per month alternating between the 3 hospitals, which means we could have visits at each facility at least once per quarter.

· Kap(ss)-4-Kid(ss) Update (cont.)
· Dave reminded us that any member who is interested in joining him for future K4K visits should contact him to be added to his list of possible/available visitors.  Dave says that we can have up to 4 people allowed per visit to Levine’s, likely not more than 3 at Jeff Gordons hospital also.
· Dave also stated there is now plenty of K4K certificates available that were recently turned over to him for future use.
· Dave reported there as nothing new to report about getting back into Victory Junction at this time.


GOOD OF THE ORDER (cont.)

· JROTC High School Submarine Presentation Visits by Bill Strand and Dave Violette:
· So far this school year, Bill and others visited both the Nations Ford High School ROTC on Sept. 17th (joined by Michael Hubbell) and the Rock Hill High School ROTC was visited on Sept 25, in which Bill Strand, John McHugh, & CW Senn attended.
· On October 21st, the Mooresville High School ROTC was visited by Dave Violette, Mike Hubbell and Rick Petitt.  
· Michael Hubbell is looking to contact York Comprehensive High School which has an NJROTC program.
· Bill Strand is our submarine school presentation coordinator and Bill has been contacting area schools to see which schools might be interested in 2026 to have some of our members come to show our short presentation video and to answer questions about life aboard today’s submarines.  

· Future USSVI Events to add to our Calendars:
· 2026 South Eastern Conference, February 26th-28th, 2026, Gulfport MS 
· USS Massachusetts (SSN 798) commissioning
· Rick Petitt mentioned previously that in April of 2026 in Boston Harbor, alongside Old Ironsides (the USS Constitution), the new submarine USS Massachusetts (SSN 798) will be commissioned at a public event. 
· The webpage for this commissioning event is www.ussmassachusetts.org.   Invitations are extended for anyone interested in attending.
· 2026 USSVI National Convention, Sept 6th-11th 2026, Corpus Christ TX.
· For more details you can see most of these events listed on the USSVI national website.


NEXT BASE MEETING
· Our next base meeting (we anticipate to be held at our same location) on Saturday, December 20th at 1230 at the Fort Mill VFW which will be our Christmas celebration meeting.  
· Doors should be open at 1230; the meal will be served between 1300 to 1400 with the meeting starting around 1400 hours.


MOTION TO ADJOURN
· A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 1459 hours.  Motion passed.



BENEDICTION
· Raymond Fritz provided us with our departing benediction.

RAFFLE RESULTS 
· Bob Bunney won today’s meeting raffle and Bob graciously donated his winnings to the USSVI Scholarship Fund!  Way to go Bob!

1MC Additional Announcements:
· Bill Strand next month will be accepting used computers, laptops, tablets, etc. to be refurbished to be then donated to children up in the NC Mountains where many schools and supplies were lost due to flooding from Hurricane Helene back in 2024.
· Rick Petitt reported the good news that the American Legion facility located in Marshall, NC, is planning a reopening ceremony on Saturday, November 22 at 1400 hours. Our base donated monies to that facility from our Helene Fund to assist them in refurbishing their building.
· Howard Murray reported he’s looking for a contact up at Lake Lure at a summer camp to possibly provide some kind of submarine presentation there next summer.
· Mike Hubbell reported there’s Submarine Advocacy Group on Facebook that is looking into reports that personnel serving onboard submarines were exposed to high levels of airborne contaminants which might be causing various illnesses in our later years.  You can Google the following address to read about what other sub sailors are experiencing:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/submariners/  


Today’s meeting attendees are listed below:  

November 15, 2025, Meeting Attendees:
· Steve Bell – Mike (Steve’s son)
· Bob Bunney – Kathy 
· Doug Cook – Maxine 
· Ray Fritz 
· Jim Goins – Marsha 
· Mike Hubbell – Glenna 
· Tom Kelly – Susan 
· John McHugh - Donna
· Howard Murray
· Jeff Nieberding – Michele 
· Rick Petitt – Cindy & Missy
· Calvin Reese
· Bill Strand
· Joel Tuchfeld – Anna 
· Dave Violette – Beth 
· Chris Walker – Melinda 
· Stephen White 


Minutes Respectfully Submitted by:
Tom Kelly
Base Secretary
Page 1 of 3

