CAROLINA PIEDMONT BASE MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Date:  April 25, 2026

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER
· Base Commander Mike Hubbell called our meeting to order at 1345 hrs. at VFW Post #9138 located in Fort Mill, SC.  
· The meeting followed our potluck meal including some fabulous homemade desserts all brought in by our base families.  
 
INVOCATION
· Base Chaplain Raymond Fritz started off our base meeting with an invocation.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
· All joined in saying our nation’s Pledge of Allegiance, led by Base Commander Mike Hubbell.

USSVI CREED
· The USSVI Creed was read today by Christopher Walker.
 
TOLLING OF THE BOATS
· Tolling for the 5 boats, which were lost during April months past, was presented by Rick Petitt and the bell was rung by Bill Strand.  
 
MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS
· 17 base members plus 8 ladies were present at today’s meeting.

SPECIAL EVENT
· Holland Club Inductions
· Holland Club Inductions (a tradition which was established nationally in 1964 honors submariners who have been qualified in submarines for 50 years or longer) were conducted today at our base meeting at the Ft. Mill VFW.
· Joel Tuchfeld, who is our base Holland Club Representative, ceremoniously inducted 1 base member today; Rodger Ellingwood was inducted today. Rodger qualified onboard SSN 603, USS Pollack in 1976. 

REVIEW OF LAST BASE MEETING MINUTES
· Members are reminded that minutes for each previous month’s base meeting are posted on our Carolina Piedmont website at carolinapiedmont.org for their review.  Members are encouraged to read the previous month’s meeting minutes prior to attending our next base meeting. 
· No comments or corrections were received on last month’s meeting minutes.

READING OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT
· Base Treasurer Bill Strand read our latest treasurer’s report.  Combined monies in all base accounts stand at $13,585.81 as of 04/25/2026. 

BASE STOREKEEPER REPORT
· Jeff Nieberding, our base storekeeper, is our contact for ordering patches, vests, challenge coins, calendars, parking signs, and other USSVI items.  Jeff was not in attendance today.

OLD BUSINESS
· Election of Base Officers for the next 2-year terms:
· The office of Base Vice-Commander, currently held by John McHugh is up for election.
· The office of Base Treasurer currently held by Bill Strand is up for election.
· Joel Tuchfeld agreed to be our Election Master again for this year’s elections.

Election of Base Officers
· Ballots were tallied from email results with the addition of 3 members in attendance who had not yet votes.   The results ended in a “dead heat” tie vote. (10-10) for Vice Commander candidates Dave Violette and Kevin Walker.  Treasurer candidate was unopposed and will serve as Treasurer for the next 2 years.
· Candidates Dave Violette and Kevin Walker were asked if either would be willing to resend their nomination and allow the other candidate to accept the position.  This is where it got interesting and downright hilarious … you had to be here for this.  Kevin addressed Dave and told him he would back out and allow Dave to serve.   Dave immediately tapped Kevin on the shoulder and stated “Whoa, whoa buddy!”  A short discussion followed where Dave told Kevin that he would accept the position if Kevin would assume the Kaps-4-Kids position.  Kevin immediately did an about-face, shook Michael Hubbell’s hand and said he would accept the position of Base Vice-Commander ... and the crowd went wild with laughter.  Best election meeting ever. 
· Dave Violette chose to step down, and the Vice Commander position will be held by Kevin Walker for the next 2 years.  Congratulations to both men for supporting our Carolina Piedmont Base!

NEW BUSINESS
· None

[bookmark: _Hlk27307420]GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Kaps-4-Kids Report by Dave Violette  
· Please respond to Dave if you are available and willing to attend future visits. Assignments will be made on a first response basis. You can also call Dave on his cell: 704-651-6320 if you have questions.
· Concerns were raised about frequency of our visits (1 every month) and if we could support with base members.  Rick Petitt, Joel Tuchfeld and Bill Strand indicated that they would be available given enough advance notice.
· Dave pointed out that in this quarters American Submariner we had photos of our last visit to Jeff Gordons Children’s Hospital.
· Request was made to continue to publish future dates of visits and send base emails prior to the events.

· Future Kaps-4-Kids visits (from Dave’s Schedule):
	· 5
	· Wednesday, May 13, 2026
	· 1:00-2:00 pm
	· Levine Children's Hospital

	·  6  
	· Wednesday, June 10, 2026
	· TBD 
	· Ronald McDonald House






GOOD OF THE ORDER (cont.)

· Reminder Burnsville Moonshine Mountain May 15 – 17
· Get your registration forms in to Rick Petitt soon, if you haven’t already done that.
· Rick reported that 47 persons have registered to date and that currently expenses are netting out to $3 deficit and this is before income raised at the event; raffles, 50/50, drink tickets, etc.
· Rick displayed a customized beer mug that was purchased along with a wine glass and high-ball glass that will be raffled off at the meeting.   It has a submarine embossed above the mountainous sea floor.   
· Also our USSVI challenge coin representative, Shelly Saxton is donating 51 wooden challenge coins.  

· Reminder USSVI National Convention Sept 6th through 11th – Michael Hubbell
· Mike reminded us to begin thinking about attending the USSVI National Convention this year which is being held in Corpus Christi, Texas.

· New USSVI National Website Launch
· Mike reported that the new National website for USSVI was up and running.
· Base members are informed they will have to establish a new logon to gain access to the new National website but instructions for that are provided once you first locate the new website.  Users are requested to reset password by selecting “Forgot Password”.
· The website currently is not very robust, but additions will be added in time.
· Log into:  https://www.ussvi.org to find the new website.

· Fourth of July Celebrations (Canceled at Catawba Park):
· Catawba Park Celebration Canceled:  Tom Kelly initially stated the Catawba Park would be reserved for watching fireworks for the 4th of July celebration, however, after feedback from folks who came for last year’s celebration, the traffic jam that occurs thru Lake Wylie is horrible since they close the Buster Boyd Bridge during the fireworks launch at Lake Wylie and it takes way too long to escape up north or to head east after the fireworks displays are finished.  With that said, nothing formal is planned at the Catawba Park for this year’s 4th of July celebration.

· The Vietnam Moving Wall – Vietnam Memorial
· Locations can be found on www.themovingwall.org

NEXT BASE MEETING
· Our next base meeting will be held on Saturday, June 27 at 1300 at the Fort Mill VFW.  Doors open at 1230; the meal will be between 1300 to 1400 with the meeting starting at 1400.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
· A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 1455 hours.  Motion passed.

BENEDICTION
· Chaplain Raymond Fritz closed our meeting with a benediction.

RAFFLE RESULTS 
· Steve Bell’s son Mike won the raffle.  


Today’s meeting attendees are listed below:  

April 25, 2026, Meeting Attendees:
· Steve Bell - Mike
· Bob Bunney – Kathy
· Greg Crystal
· Rodger Ellingwood
· Raymond Fritz
· Mary Gilles
· Jim Goins
· Mike Hubbell- Glenna
· John McHugh – Donna
· Rick Petitt – Cindy 
· Zeke Rybczyk
· Bill Strand
· Joel Tuchfeld – Anna
· Dave Violette -Beth
· Christopher Walker
· Kevin Walker
· Raymond Zieverink – Linda



Minutes Respectfully Submitted by:
Tom Kelly
Base Secretary

A special shout-out of thanks to Rick Petitt for taking minutes at our April meeting!


Page 1 of 3

